Accommodations and Contact Information

Exempﬁons | Please contact your home school to obtain specific
: information about courses and programs. A Gui d e f or

Accommodations such as \ Bishop Ryan Catholic Secondary School
the use of a scribe, writing ™ " 20 Algright. RE%(Ii( . Parents al'ld
in a quiet area, use of a . amilton, ntano-
computer, and large-print . . Tel: (905) 573-2151 Fax: (905) 573-8689 Stl,ldents
versions will be used when ] . .
indicated in a student’s Individual Education Plan Bishop Tonnos Catholll(c Secpndary School
(IEP). 100 Panabaker Drive

Ancaster, Ontario L9G 5E3

A student may be deferred or exempted from Tel: (905) 648-4989  Fax: (905) 648-7847 l i W‘ : DLS.'B
writing the test when it is deemed appropriate and

after consultation with the Special Education De- Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary School
partment, school administrators, and parents. In Stoney Clrf:ZkG(r;Z:aﬁgaiSG 3V3

most cases, only §tudents who are not . working Tel: (905) 664-3383 Fax: (905) 664-7972
towards an Ontario Secondary School Diploma

would be exempt. Students working towards an

Ontario

s X Cathedral High School
OSSD must meet the OSSLT requirement in 30 Wentworth Street North S e C On d a
order to graduate. Any accommodations, Hamilton, Ontario L8L 8HS I y
deferrals, and exemptions are discussed with Tel: (905) 522-3581 Fax: (905) 522-7011 S Ch O 01
parents. St. Jean de Brebéuf

200 Acadia Drive L T
Hamilton, Ontario LEZW 1B8 1teracy eSt

Tel: (905) 388-7020 Fax:(905) 388-7977

Preparing for the OSSLT

Our secondary schools use a variety of .
methods to help students prepare for the St. Mary Catholic Secondary School

_ 200 Whitney Avenue (O SSLT‘)
OSSLT. Some of these methods include the Hamilton, Ontario L8S 2G7

use of preparatory materials, remediation
programmes, after-school tutoring,
information assemblies, etc. Take-home
support materials are also provided. Contact

Tel: (905) 528-0214 Fax: (905) 528-7418

St. Thomas More Catholic Secondary School
1045 Upper Paradise Road

(L
your principal for more information or visit Hamilton, Ontario L9B 2N4 (2 ®
the EQAO website at: Tel: (905) 388-3030 Fax: (905) 388-3056 ® °
WWwWWw.eqao.ca \ /

Nicholas Mancini Centre

This website contains a variety of materials ary Jane Di Gregorio Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic
. . . Student Achievement and Literacy
including sample tests, tips for students, and

: ! Special Assignment Teacher District School Board
other strategies parents can use to help their digregoriom@hwcdsb.ca

. Believing, Achieving, Serving
children prepare for the OSSLT.
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Ontario Secondary School
Literacy Test
(OSSLT)

Components of the Test

There are two components to the OSSLT - reading
and writing.

For the reading component, students are asked to
read a variety of selections and answer questions
about each selection. Students must demonstrate

OSSLT Blueprint

An OSSLT blueprint was used to develop the
test so that each year it has the same charac-

skills in three key areas: teristics.

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test e Understanding of information and ideas that The blueprint used ensures that each reading

(OSSLT) is given every year to assess the are stated directly in the reading selection and writing item on the test measures the

reading and writing abilities of Grade 10 stu- e Understanding of information and ideas that reading and writing skills emphasized in the

dents. are stated indirectly and that require the Ontario Curriculum up to the end of
student to make inferences grade 9.

The test is designed to assess the necessary
literacy skills for success in high school. It also
provides Ontario schools with information that
will assist them in improvement planning. Stu-
dents who are unsuccessful can retake the test.
Students who have been eligible to write the
OSSLT at least twice and have been unsuc-
cessful at least once are eligible to fulfill the re-
quirement in grade 12 through the ~ Ontario
Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC) . . . .

Successful completion of the OSSLT or the g:::r?:tgqb?;e;:fd zﬁg?tsa s schedules,

OSSLC is a graduation requirement. e literary materials, such as stories, descrip-

. . . tions, narratives, and dialogues.
Admlnlstratlon of the OSSLT The questions on the selections include short-answer
questions, multiple choice questions, and questions
that require a brief explanation.

e Making connections between
personal knowledge and experience
and the ideas and information in the
reading selections (e.g., interpreta-
tion of meaning).
The reading selections reflect the
types of reading materials students should encounter
every day, including the following :

+ informational materials, such as explana-

tions and instructions, news reports

For example, one of the expectations for stu-
dents by the end of grade 7 is that they will
be able to read, interpret and draw conclu-
sions from primary and secondary data
(charts, survey results, graphs, measure-
ments, etc.)—a key skill tested on the OSSLT.

Successful Completion of the Test

Once the test has been administered and returned
by the schools to EQAO, marking is done using a
variety of methods to ensure validity and reliability
of the results. Passing standards for reading and
writing are set by a standards-setting committee.
The test is scored by qualified individuals who
have received special training for this purpose.

The OSSLT is administered

and marked under the direc- For the writing component, students are asked to
tion of the Education Quality produce two long writing tasks. The writing tasks are

A and  Accountability Office designed to measure student achievement in these
\ (EQAQ). Students across the areas:

ducation Quality and
ccountability Office

Individual Student Records (ISR’s) will be
distributed (usually in June) which indicate whether

province will complete the test o devglgpment ofa m-ain idea_ a student has successfully passed the OSSLT and,
on the same morning. There are twg and a half e provision of supporting details if not, any areas of weakness. A copy of this re-
hours allotted for actual completion of the e organization and linking of ideas and port is kept in the student’s Ontario ~ Student Re-
test materials. The test for this school year is information cord (OSR) for future reference.
scheduled for April 8, 2010. e use of an appropriate tone for the purpose
and the intended reader
Prior to the test date, students are to make sure * use of correct grammar, punctuation, and

they know exactly where in the school they will
be writing the test. Attendance and punctuality
are essential toward helping a student achieve
success on the test.

@
spelling. 0\‘
(2
The types of writing include the following: \

e aseries of paragraphs expressing an
opinion
a news report
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