Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board

2019 Lead in water school testing summary

Since 2007, Ontario law has required child care centres and schools to flush their plumbing and test their drinking water for lead.
Standing and flushed water sampling was conducted in HWCDSB schools in June 2019 to test for lead in water used for drinking and
in the preparation of food. A flushed sample is taken after the plumbing has been in use, while a standing sample is taken after the
water has been sitting in the pipes overnight. Schools whose water samples have met the Ontario drinking water quality standard for
lead of 10 PPB (10 pg/L) or under are deemed to be in compliance of Ontario Regulation 243/07 of the Safe Drinking Water Act (2002).
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Compliance Exceedance Details
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Original reading of 20.90 pg/L in flushed sample of
drinking fountain in south wing. Retest and second re-
test of flush point FP produced new readings of 0.97
ug/L and 1.48 pg/L in flushed samples. Precautionary
remedial action: replace plumbing and continue to flush
daily for min. 2 years.
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